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[bookmark: _Toc312863754][bookmark: _Toc94189807]Virgo gloriosa et benedicta
Once we wrote:  The prayer Sub tuum praesidium ends with these words: “O glorious and blessed Virgin.” These words are a true confession of faith concerning the Mother of Jesus and our Mother. Why does our faith confess that Mary is glorious and blessed? The Virgin Mary is glorious because the Lord has enveloped Her in His glory; He has clothed Her with Himself and has entirely turned Her into light. He has bestowed upon Her a glory that surpasses every other glory. In glory She infinitely surpasses the glory of the Angels and of all the Saints together. To offer an example: if every Angel and every Saint were a light, and if all their lights were gathered to form one immense light, the light of the Virgin Mary alone would surpass it; and that great light would appear like a shadow before the glory that shines in the Virgin Mary. In this way the Book of Revelation contemplates the Mother of Jesus: “A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.” (Rev 12,1). The Virgin Mary is the fourth light of Paradise. She is a light that participates more than any other in the glory of the divine nature. So exalted is the Mother of the Lord and our Mother. The Virgin Mary is blessed. In Sacred Scripture, the blessing is given to renowned women who accomplished great works of salvation for the people of the Lord.
Blessed is Jael who killed Sisera , the enemy of Israel: “Blessed among women be Jael, blessed among tent-dwelling women. He asked for water, she gave him milk; in a princely bowl she offered curds. With her left hand she reached for the peg, with her right, for the workman's mallet. She hammered Sisera, crushed his head; she smashed, stove in his temple. At her feet he sank down, fell, lay still; down at her feet he sank and fell; where he sank down, there he fell, slain.” (Jdg 5,24-27). Blessed is Judith who cuts Holofernes’s head: “So they called Achior from the house of Uzziah. When he came and saw the head of Holofernes in the hand of one of the men in the assembly of the people, he fell forward in a faint. Then, after they lifted him up, he threw himself at the feet of Judith in homage, saying: "Blessed are you in every tent of Judah; and in every foreign nation, all who hear of you will be struck with terror. But now, tell me all that you did during these days." So Judith told him, in the presence of the people, all that she had been doing from the day she left till the time she began speaking to them. When she finished her account, the people cheered loudly, and their city resounded with shouts of joy. Now Achior, seeing all that the God of Israel had done, believed firmly in him. He had the flesh of his foreskin circumcised, and he has been united with the house of Israel to the present day.” (Jdt 14,6-10).
Blessed was proclaimed the Virgin Mary by her cousin Elisabeth: “During those days Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, "Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled." (Lk 1,39-45).  The Virgin Mary is blessed for She is the only one among women who gave the Messiah of the Lord to the world, from whom redemption and peace have come for us. She is also blessed because in Her Satan was first defeated in his pride because of the great humbleness of the Mother of God: “And Mary said: "My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my savior. For he has looked upon his handmaid's lowliness; behold, from now on will all ages call me blessed. The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is from age to age to those who fear him.” (Lk 1,46-50). The mystery of the Virgin Mary is great. She is the second mighty grace in Heaven, yet not as a source, but as mediation. Christ Jesus is the first way of mediation and source of grace. The second way, in Christ, with Christ, through Christ, is Her, the glorious and blessed Mother of my Lord. Mother of Redemption, obtain for us this most great faith in the truth of the Church who proclaims You glorious and blessed. Angels and Saints make us invoke our Heavenly Mother in fullness of faith and love, of listening and obedience.
Today we add: Mother of Redemption. For only a short time we wished to live under the shadow of your extraordinary power. For only a short time we rejoiced in the defeat, within us, of the ancient serpent through your presence. Then we grew weary of you, and we wearied you. What fruit did we gather from our weariness? You withdrew your stronghold, and Satan triumphed over us. He cut us down as dry grass is cut, and made hay of us for his stable. Today we address to you the prayer that the three young men cast into the blazing furnace of Babylon addressed to their God, who is the Lord of history and of every man. For us it is a prayer of repentance for the evil we have done to you, but also of the purest faith in you, O glorious and blessed Virgin:
"Blessed are you, and praiseworthy, O Lord, the God of our fathers, and glorious forever is your name. For you are just in all you have done; all your deeds are faultless, all your ways right, and all your judgments proper. You have executed proper judgments in all that you have brought upon us and upon Jerusalem, the holy city of our fathers. By a proper judgment you have done all this because of our sins; For we have sinned and transgressed by departing from you, and we have done every kind of evil. Your commandments we have not heeded or observed, nor have we done as you ordered us for our good.
Therefore all you have brought upon us, all you have done to us, you have done by a proper judgment. You have handed us over to our enemies, lawless and hateful rebels; to an unjust king, the worst in all the world. Now we cannot open our mouths; we, your servants, who revere you, have become a shame and a reproach. For your name's sake, do not deliver us up forever, or make void your covenant. Do not take away your mercy from us, for the sake of Abraham, your beloved, Isaac your servant, and Israel your holy one, To whom you promised to multiply their offspring like the stars of heaven, or the sand on the shore of the sea.
For we are reduced, O Lord, beyond any other nation, brought low everywhere in the world this day because of our sins. We have in our day no prince, prophet, or leader, no holocaust, sacrifice, oblation, or incense, no place to offer first fruits, to find favor with you. But with contrite heart and humble spirit let us be received; As though it were holocausts of rams and bullocks, or thousands of fat lambs, So let our sacrifice be in your presence today as we follow you unreservedly; for those who trust in you cannot be put to shame.
And now we follow you with our whole heart, we fear you and we pray to you. Do not let us be put to shame, but deal with us in your kindness and great mercy. Deliver us by your wonders, and bring glory to your name, O Lord: Let all those be routed who inflict evils on your servants; Let them be shamed and powerless, and their strength broken; Let them know that you alone are the Lord God, glorious over the whole world." (Dn 3,26-45). 
We were tempted as Samson was tempted. Our strength was You, Holy Mother. Satan tempted us, and we let ourselves be tempted. Depriving us of you, O glorious and blessed Virgin, he blinded us and bound us to the millstone of his falsehood and his lies. What the Book of Judges recounts about Samson must be carefully meditated upon. It is our history: “After that he fell in love with a woman in the Wadi Sorek whose name was Delilah. The lords of the Philistines came to her and said, "Beguile him and find out the secret of his great strength, and how we may overcome and bind him so as to keep him helpless. We will each give you eleven hundred shekels of silver." So Delilah said to Samson, "Tell me the secret of your great strength and how you may be bound so as to be kept helpless." "If they bind me with seven fresh bowstrings which have not dried," Samson answered her, "I shall be as weak as any other man." So the lords of the Philistines brought her seven fresh bowstrings which had not dried, and she bound him with them. She had men lying in wait in the chamber and so she said to him, "The Philistines are upon you, Samson!" But he snapped the strings as a thread of tow is severed by a whiff of flame; and the secret of his strength remained unknown. Delilah said to Samson, "You have mocked me and told me lies. Now tell me how you may be bound." "If they bind me tight with new ropes, with which no work has been done," he answered her, "I shall be as weak as any other man." So Delilah took new ropes and bound him with them. Then she said to him, "The Philistines are upon you, Samson!" For there were men lying in wait in the chamber. But he snapped them off his arms like thread. Delilah said to Samson again, "Up to now you have mocked me and told me lies. Tell me how you may be bound." He said to her, "If you weave my seven locks of hair into the web and fasten them with the pin, I shall be as weak as any other man." So while he slept, Delilah wove his seven locks of hair into the web, and fastened them in with the pin. Then she said, "The Philistines are upon you, Samson!" Awakening from his sleep, he pulled out both the weaver's pin and the web. Then she said to him, "How can you say that you love me when you do not confide in me? Three times already you have mocked me, and not told me the secret of your great strength!" She importuned him continually and vexed him with her complaints till he was deathly weary of them. So he took her completely into his confidence and told her, "No razor has touched my head, for I have been consecrated to God from my mother's womb. If I am shaved, my strength will leave me, and I shall be as weak as any other man." When Delilah saw that he had taken her completely into his confidence, she summoned the lords of the Philistines, saying, "Come up this time, for he has opened his heart to me." So the lords of the Philistines came and brought up the money with them. She had him sleep on her lap, and called for a man who shaved off his seven locks of hair. Then she began to mistreat him, for his strength had left him. When she said, "The Philistines are upon you, Samson!", and he woke from his sleep, he thought he could make good his escape as he had done time and again, for he did not realize that the LORD had left him. But the Philistines seized him and gouged out his eyes. Then they brought him down to Gaza and bound him with bronze fetters, and he was put to grinding in the prison. (Jdg 16,4-21). Now we pray to You, O glorious and blessed Virgin: come, heal our eyes, convert our hearts, call us back to You, and once again make us instruments of your glory and of the glory of your Son. If You do not descend, no one will deliver us from the heavy millstone of falsehood and lies that weighs upon our face, and the world will continue to defile, with every deceitful word, your presence of conversion, of faith, and of true evangelizing mission in our midst. Holy Mother, come, do not delay.                    15 March 2026
